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Message from the President
Greetings everyone! Where do I start? I was hoping we would be moving forward
this year with a new state budget, what was I thinking? I was in Springfield last
week and sat in on a session in the House, what a travesty it is. No one working
together and when someone had the floor everyone just stood around talking and
laughing and didn’t even have enough respect for the person talking to sit down
and listen to a thing they were saying. Needless to say there is countless legislation
for us to stop and once again we are on defense trying to keep what we have.
I have heard from some people that nothing is going to happen and the state will
keep everything just like it is and Scotty and IFOR are just crying wolf. Well to
those people out there, get ready. We are losing millions of dollars in federal funding every day because we have no budget and if we still don’t have one by September 1st we will lose $18 million in Pittman Robertson money. As if that’s not
enough, there is a bill being ran that would sell off some of our state park land to
add on to a grave yard, which would affect that site’s horse trail system, and by
putting the graveyard next to a pheasant hunting program we have seen what has
happened in the past if there is a conflict. The hunting will stop and so will the
trail riding. This sets a precedence that our politicians can sell off our state
ground.
These are just a few things we are dealing with right now along with the same old
deer issues. It’s that time of the year we are non- stop everyday with these issues
and now gearing up for the Annual Fundraising Banquet, Youth Camp and legislation.
I would like to thank Mississippi Valley Hunters and Fisherman Association for the
honor they bestowed on me at their banquet. I was presented with an award for
Conservation Advocate of the Year by Glenn Sanders and I was truly humbled to
have received it. To all the groups and members, I hope 2017 is a great year for
you, stay safe and God bless.
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AFFILILIATE NEWS

MVHFA 2016 Purple Heart Hunts
The Mississippi Valley Hunters & Fishermen’s Association hosted five recipients of the Purple
Heart for the Illinois Firearm deer season. Two additional Wounded Warriors had archery
deer hunts and two engaged in waterfowl hunts. This is the 7th year of the MVHFA Wounded
Warrior hunts honoring our military heroes. The MVHFA provides these hunts at no cost to
the Veterans, providing lodging, licenses/permits meals, weapons and supplies. With an average of 20 outdoor adventures in the program per year, each hunt is tailored to the individuals request, limitations and needs.
This year’s hunt was special as Scott Lear (Army), from Fort Leonard Wood, who had
been awarded 2 Purple Hearts, was able to take down one of the legends of Pike County
“The Freak”.

The “Freak” had been observed and tracked on trail cameras and sighted for over 5 years
in Western Pike County. It was an unusual deer, as it was always in velvet, regardless of the
time of year. Outfitters and landowners in the area had intensively tried without success, to
bag this deer. He was never sighted by hunters during daylight in any of the deer seasons,
and no one was able to locate his hiding place during the seasons. This all changed on Sunday morning of the first season.
Scott was hunting a different stand than he had hunted the previous 2 days. With only
Sunday morning remaining in his hunt, a different change of stand, luck and scenery was in
order. About 30 minutes after shooting time, “The Freak” not only made his first daylight
appearance during a deer season, but stepped out into an open field only 30 yards from
Scott’s stand. One shot and “The Freak” was tagged.
At this time some of the mysteries of “The Freak”
were solved. It had both male as well as female sex organs. That caused the imbalance that had it always retaining the velvet on the antlers. That also explained
why “The Freak” did not expose himself during the
hunting/rut season. His 2016 rack was smaller than previous years, but still had 14 points. To have a legend like
“The Freak” taken down by an American Hero, made this
very special hunt for all involved.

a
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AFFILIATE NEWS
Illinois Completes First Bobcat Harvest in Over 40 Years
Kent Weil, Illinois Trapper’s Association

On January 31st the season closed on the first bobcat season in Illinois since 1972. The initial season was authorized
by the General Assembly in 2015. This legislative success by hunters and trappers was the result of a multi-year
campaign to pass a bobcat bill. The bill was first passed in 2014 but vetoed by outgoing Governor Pat Quinn. The
bill was successfully reintroduced and passed in the spring of 2015.
The 2015 bill was opposed by the United States Humane Society who spent upwards of a million dollars in a media
campaign in the Chicago area, but was ultimately unsuccessful in preventing passage of the legislation. After the
passage of the bill, HSUS then conducted a petition drive in an attempt to garner a veto from Governor Rauner. The
attempt failed, in spite of the submission of over 80,000 signatures.
The DNR completed the regulatory changes necessary for the new season in the spring of 2016. These new regulations included season length, harvest zones, number of permits to be distributed, the application process for the
Federal CITES (Convention in Trade on Endangered Species) tags, as well as the process by which permits would be
issued. These changes, necessary to set up the new season on bobcats, required approval by the Joint Committee
on Administrative Rules (JCAR).
In the end, it was determined that 500 permits would be issued by lottery.
The permit applications were accepted, online, through the end of last September, accompanied by a $5 non-refundable application fee. Over 6400 people applied for a permit. The 2016-17 season for hunting bobcats with bow or
gun was conducted November 10, 2016 through January 31, 2017 (closed during Firearm Deer Season). Trappers holding permits were able to take bobcats Nov. 5, 2016 through Jan. 20, 2017 in the northern zone and Nov. 10,
2016 through Jan. 25, 2017 in the southern zone.
The initial season was organized with the conservative goal of harvesting
around 300 bobcats. Using what studies were available (predominately conducted in Southern Illinois), the bobcat population in Illinois was estimated to
be about 5000. Population estimates in the northeastern portion of the state
were low enough that the DNR chose to not open this part of the state to
hunting and trapping until numbers show that a season could be warranted.
One of the reasons for such a conservative harvest number is that Federal
regulations require that the harvest numbers do nothing to affect a stable
bobcat population.
Those awarded a permit in the lottery who successfully harvested a bobcat
were required to register their harvest within 48 hours and purchase a Bobcat
Pelt Temporary Permit. This permit was required to legally hold a bobcat
until the CITES tag was received in the mail (my otter tags last fall took almost a month). CITES tags are required for any bobcat caught anywhere in
the county.
The preliminary harvest numbers released by the DNR on February 10th
showed hunters and trappers took 141 bobcats for a success ration of a little over 28%. The methods of take included 69 (~50%) by hunting (firearm), 49 (~35%) by trapping, 12 (~9%) by archery, and 11 (~8%) by salvaging from roads.
Interestingly enough, prior to the 2016 season, studies conducted by Southern Illinois University show that the main
method by which adult bobcats were killed in Illinois was vehicular accidents.
DNR is pleased with the season’s results. “We had a wide distribution of harvest and a high success rate. All in all,
I'd say it was a good way to start off, and pretty much in line with what we expected,” said Bob Bluett, a senior
wildlife biologist.
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AFFILIATE NEWS

MVHFA Honors IFOR President Bryant
IFOR President Scotty Bryant
was honored as “Conservation Advocate of the Year” at the Mississippi Valley Hunter’s & Fishermen’s Association annual banquet. Bryant
was selected for his tireless work
on behalf of sportsmen and outdoorsmen throughout the state. His
nomination also noted the long history that he has had in this role,
both with IFOR and Migratory Waterfowl Inc. and the growth that
IFOR has had during his terms as President.

Illinois Completes First Bobcat Harvest in Over 40 Years (cont.)
Bobcats were harvested in 44 counties across the state, excepting the counties where the season was closed in the
northwestern part of the state (bounded by I39 on the west and Route 36 on the southern edge). Roughly 50% of
the open counties had at least one bobcat harvested. Numbers were largest in the southern part of the state south
of I64, but western Illinois posted some substantial numbers. Top county harvests were Pike (11), Jackson (10), Jefferson (7), Carroll (6), and Randolph (6).
“I don’t know about DNR,” said Neal Graves, President of the Illinois Trappers Association, “but we are pretty happy
with this first year. After approval of the initial rules by JCAR, we knew that changes would be required, but we
had to start somewhere. We’d like to see more permits issued for one. I was also pleased to see how widespread
the harvest was in Illinois. These results show bobcats well distributed and firmly established in Illinois.”
Of note, based on unofficial interim harvest data received in late December, roughly 50% of the bobcats harvested
apparently came in the month of January in spite of some pretty severe weather.
“We are very pleased with the response to Illinois’ new hunting and trapping season for bobcats,” said Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) Director Wayne Rosenthal. “The recovery of the bobcat is a conservation success story in Illinois. We had a good handle on bobcat numbers, but did not know how many people with permits
would be successful. This season was a good learning experience, and will help us toward our goal of harvesting 300
-500 bobcats per year while maintaining a healthy population in the state.”
The harvest results will be studied by the DNR. This data, the first collected since 1972, it will be utilized by wildlife biologists to determine how future seasons will be conducted. It is expected that the DNR will work toward a
process to allow sportsmen in Illinois to harvest the number of bobcats deemed allowable by the state.
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AFFILIATE NEWS
Last Day of Hunting Season
submitted by Jim McFarlane, IFOR Vice President

Today was a beautiful wrap up to a great hunting season. The last day of the extended squirrel season found a
warm morning in the 50’s in the middle of February. If you are looking for a point to this story, skip by the rest
of this, because this tale is some wandering of thoughts between traditional and high
tech memories I experienced on this morning. We had finished deer hunting season with
an unusual set of milestones for me. I had hunted every local trip with an enjoyable
bunch of hunting companions this year. I usually hunt by myself but this year I was
lucky enough to be accompanied by friends every adventure. Today was different. I
had a mixture of feelings and nostalgia with not only the morning but also the hunting
tools I had in my hands. Instead of my usual bow, I had my Remington .22. While I usually am in a guile suit, this morning I was quite casual in a warm overall. I quite often
head into the woods heading toward one of our favorite tree stands. This morning, well before daylight, I arrived
at my fellow IFOR member & friend’s property to rest and take a short nap after starting a fire in front of his teepee.
I didn’t worry about precautions usually taken to avoid the scent of a campfire and thoroughly enjoyed the
warmth while sitting on his Leopold bench. My walk from the campfire, rifle in one hand, camo bucket seat in
the other, was very relaxed and I had preceded my nap by a visit to McDonalds and hot coffee & breakfast tucked
away and wedged inside the bucket with whatever recyclable hard foam that cup holder is made out of.
Not exactly the way we usually hunt deer and what a warm welcome a cup of coffee can have after sitting for a
half hour. I had walked about 150 yards from the teepee and could still quite easily see the glow of the fire as I
leaned against a tree waiting for the next squirrel to come bounding by.
There is something invigorating about being around when the rest of the woods wakes up. Earlier when I had
pulled my Explorer in, I had disturbed several eagles perched above the spot I parked. The eagles started returning to their trees along a bend in the Pecatonica River. Yes, the same Pec River that not
only held the record walleye in our state but also broke that same Walleye record a few
weeks later! As I waited, I heard the unfamiliar sound of a bird that was either a woodpecker or a flicker. I pulled my phone out hoping to get a picture, video, or record its sound
and then do some homework about identifying it later.
After a wait of a few minutes, it was time to leisurely walk a bit further along the river and
I picked a spot where some old farm equipment was nestled by some fallen trees. The old
gears, chains, and sprockets of this implement begged to be used for something, if no more
than on a mantle or as appropriate paper weights on your home desk.
While this hunt only produced one campfire delicacy for my friend’s squirrel on a stick
roasting in a few weeks, the time spent in quiet reflection of this past season was immeasurable. I tumbled to
the fact that this year I have now hunted more years than I have not hunted. I was a late starter at 32 years old
on my first hunt. I had no idea at the time of just how important these times in the woods would be to my life.
Have a safe and enjoyable hunt this year. I wish you all the best memories!
Jim McFarlane
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EDITORIAL
Southern Illinois Coyote Hunts Bring Radical Protesters
John Boch, Guns Save Life (GunNews.com)

Anti-hunting radicals have made themselves quite the spectacle in
Southern Illinois in recent weeks. They proudly puttered into town
in their Priuses, bringing their signs, slogans and social media
posts to try to stop a pair of coyote hunting events. Not
surprisingly the hunter-haters failed to stop the outings, but
they did succeed in making themselves look like fools.
“Please do not do event killing coyotes . They are important to
our echo system.”
– As posted by Lisa Darnell at the “For the Love of Wolves”
blog
X-RING CUSTOM’s “Coyote
Competition” saw its sixth year a
few
short weeks ago. Based in Toledo, Illinois, proprietor Dave
Clark’s event has two-person
hunt teams register on a Friday.
From
there, they go out and shoot
themselves some coyotes.
Clark’s crew
holds check-ins to ensure the “freshness” of the kills, and to
weigh the buggers.
Publicity for his event also reached animal rights lovers.
His phone rang off the hook for weeks ahead of the shoot. People
threatened him, which he says made him laugh as he hung up the
phone. Some tried to cajole or even plead with him. Others called
him names.
The hunt went on, though, as not even calls to local government
were effective.
In the end, the winning team of Jake Hewing and Kyle Steele from
Greenup, Illinois came to win. They shot themselves over a quarter
ton of coyote. The winning pair clobbered 17 animals weighing a
total of 545.45 pounds. This year, Clark saw 74 teams participate
and they harvested a total of 111 animals, setting competition
records left and right.
Meanwhile, Clark told me that forty-some telephone messages
greeted him the next Monday morning. Some animal rights lovers
misunderstood the dates of the event from social media posts. But
their calls came a day late and 111 coyotes short.
The Southern Illinois Predator Challenge
About a week later, the third annual Southern Illinois Predator
Challenge, took place. Organized by Paul Browne, it brings in
some of the best hunters from across the region. Not surprising,
considering the $6500 in donated prizes and a 100% payout of
entry
fees.

galvanized by the carnage of a week before, anti-hunters brought
in reinforcements from the HSUS – Humane Society of the United
States to lead them. HSUS’s Illinois director Marc Ayers came
down to lend his gravitas to this event in person.
The super sophisticated animal lovers came to educate the locals
on the barbaric nature of hunting. Yes, really.
While hunters culled the coyote herd afield, the protesters
carried their signs providing entertainment to area residents.
The placard-carrying PETA-types failed to get people excited.
Instead of ginning up outrage, the would-be rabble rousers faced a
lot of stares, scorn and laughter from the perplexed locals.
[Facebook photo by Marc Ayers]
HSUS Illinois Director Marc Ayers
HSUS’s Marc Ayers gleefully told the local newspaper scribe that
the hunts “do not reduce the coyote population or protect
livestock or wildlife from depredation.”
Come again? Yes, he actually said that killing coyotes does not
reduce the coyote population. Can you spell “fake news”?
SIPC organizer Paul Browne sees things much differently, relying
on science and logic instead of emotions. “There’s a lot of
coyotes,” he told the Benton Evening News. “If you don’t keep the
ecosystem in balance, everything is affected.”
From the town square, the anti-hunting types burned more fossil
fuels driving to the check-in location. They trespassed on
private property, shouted profanities and struck participants’
vehicles as they left the event. All of this according to Paul
Browne as reported in Disclosure News Online…
• The protesters, upon arriving at the private location of the
property, (while the hunters were inside the association building)
walked onto personally owned private property, without any
permission, totally trespassing and violating Illinois law. They
illegally removed the tarp on the trailer to expose the legally
harvested coyotes, so they could take their illegal pictures to
flaunt on their social media. It is a total fraud and illegal
act!
• The aggressive and trespassing animal activists verbally
attacked the participants when they left the private property
after the event ended. The protesters screamed profanity at them
as they left the parking lot and illegally hit their trucks and
vehicles with their protest signs. The participants remained
professional, ethical, and respectful of the law at all times. It
is important to point out that not a single participant challenged
the rude and fanatical protesters who were committing illegal
vandalism on the participants vehicles.
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EDITORIAL
(Southern Illinois Coyote Hunts..continued)



Because the hunters did not get “baited” or “coerced” into
the animal activists wishful confrontation after the event, they
went onto social media and called them cowards and boasted about their “win”. The protested totally failed in their effort
to stop
or even interrupt this totally legal, ethical, and moral hunting
activity.

In the end, the antihunting agitators experienced an epic
failure. 74 hunters harvested 68 coyotes as part
of Browne’s
Southern Illinois Predator
Challenge. This despite
the best
efforts of “animal rights”
activists to stop it.

And speaking of a day late and a lot of coyotes short, the Chicago
Tribune has lent their two cents to the aftermath.
Editorial: Slaughtering Illinois coyotes in contest hunts is
poor sport
Coyotes are clever, adaptable animals that once roamed the
western two-thirds of North America. A determined federal
government extermination campaign in the 1940s and ’50s led to
the
killing of more than 6 million of them. But in recent decades,
coyotes have made a comeback, expanding beyond their historic
range. They’ve even taken up residence in Chicago, which hosts
upward of 2,000.
Many people, however, still regard them with suspicion and
contempt. Mark Twain contributed to this view by describing the
coyote as a “slim, sick and sorry-looking skeleton” with a
“furtive and evil eye” and “a general slinking expression all
over.” The belief that the only good coyote is a dead coyote
persists among some people in some places.

THE WORST “CHARITY” EVER?
Humane Society of the United States
By John Bock

(GSL) - The HSUS - The Humane Society of the United States gives less than 1% of revenues to local animal shelters. Instead, it
spends revenues on staff and Caribbean bank accounts. The
group also stakes out very radical positions on a host of issues.
HSUS lobbies to ban both hunting and fishing. It also lobbies to
ban bacon.

Despite a barrage of heart-tugging television ads, revenue at
HSUS has tanked. Humane Watch reports that in October 2016,
just before the election, HSUS laid off 55 employees as part of a
$20 million shortfall in giving. They also closed a wildlife center
($750k annual budget) and an equine center as well.
Meanwhile, as Humane Watch reports:Here’s what has to be a
real slap in the face to HSUS staff: Not only were [42] six-figuresalary executives retained... while a lot of little fish got flushed, but
HSUS has parked about $150 million into offshore funds [since
2012]. Apparently Wayne Pacelle, Mike Markarian, and other
HSUS bigwigs weren’t willing to dip into those accounts supplied
by donor contributions to keep those 55 staffers employed.
Some HSUS spending did go to the vegan startup “Hampton
Creek” led by a guy who assaulted his mother a number of years
ago. Business Insider also reported on a long list of unseemly
allegations against the company and its owner.
HSUS als spent $2 million unsuccessfully in Massachusetts during
last fall’s election season to ban most eggs and pork.

The HSUS entered into a nearly $11 million settlement in a
Racketeering RICO lawsuit per Humane Watch. Ringling Brothers’
holding company sued HSUS and the ASPCA, among others, for
defamation. The settlement came as evidence came to light of the
anti-hunting groups possibly paying one or more witnesses - who
may have committed perjury to the court.
And now, the group’s Illinois Director has come out to agitate on
behalf of predators who destroy all manner of wild game.

HSUS Illinois Director Marc Ayers

Page 10

UPCOMING EVENTS

FUND-RAISING
BANQUET

SCHEDULE 2017

Mar 25

Taylorville Area, Kincaid, IL

April 1

IL Deer Camp South, Marion, IL

April 7

Sugar Hill, Germantown Hills, IL

April 8

Sangamon Valley, Springfield, IL

May 12

Trico/Steelevill Trams Teams, Steelville, IL

2017 IFOR
BOARD MEETING
DATES
JANUARY 29
MARCH 26
MAY 6—ANNUAL MEETING &
DINNER
JULY 30

2017 Shoot Schedule
Registration Times: Saturday 7:30 am-3pm and
Sunday 7:30 am-2pm unless otherwise stated.
Public Welcome
Kitchen open for Breakfast & Lunch at most shoots

*March 26th Turkey Shoot – 12GA, 20 GA, 410 only
AMMO Supplied-see website for details
Free Lunch to all participants
April 15th Easter Egg hunt – Starts 12:00 Noon SHARP
Hot Dogs & Desert for the little Egg Hunters will be served

April 22nd & 23rd – 2017 I.B.O. Illinois State Championship/World Qualifier
& 3 D Fun Shoot
May 20th & 21st - M.A.C. Qualifier & Outdoor 3-D
June 10th & 11th – MAC Qualifier & Outdoor 3-D
July 22nd & 23rd – 3D Fun Shoot

August 19th & 20th – “25th Annual – All Traditional Shoot
*NO AIDS ALLOWED*
Long-Bow – Recurve – Self Bow – Hourly Prize Drawing – Awards
Saturday: Pig Roast Dinner
Traditional Shoot Hours: 7am-4pm Saturday and 7am-2pm Sunday
September 8th,9th & 10th – B -61 shoot – 61 Targets
Doors open at Noon on Friday the 8th
*September 24th – Turkey Shoot – 12GA, 20 GA, 410 only

AMMO Supplied
Free Lunch to all participants
Campers must check in and pay at desk upon arrival
VENDORS WELCOME AT ALL SHOOTS – Spaces are free

The Roscoe Sportsmen’s Club will be holding its Annual Wild Game Feed on Monday, April 3rd at 6:00pm at
the clubhouse located at 10664 Pearl Street, Roscoe, IL 61073. This is an annual event that has been held
for over 70 years with the purpose of bonding and sharing one of your harvests for the year. All club members and guests are invited to attend and a good time will be had by all. The Roscoe Sportsmen’s Club has
been in existence since 1939 and was founded on the ideals of conservation and propagation of wildlife.
We stress safety, ethics and morals and provide many opportunities for youth to get involved in the outdoors.
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WE NEED YOUR HELP!
Please help us grow our membership by signing up a new member; a friend, relative, hunting fishing or
outdoor person, (man, woman or youth). Legislators listen to IFOR and the larger our membership the
more effective we will be at protecting your Recreational and Second Amendment Rights.
In the event you forgot to renew your membership, take this opportunity to renew! THANKS.

Region 1 IFOR Affiliate Club Roscoe Sportsman’s Club sponsors Hunter Safety Class at Torstenson Youth Conservation Education
Center in Pecatonica, IL
Thanks for all your support
Jim McFarlane
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www.robertsmotors.com

STORE HOURS http://beararmsguns.com

Sunday and Monday CLOSED
Tuesday—Thursday 1:00—7:00
Friday 1:00—6:00
Saturday 10:00—2:00
NEW annual advertising rates for the IFOR News-N-Notes (4 issues per year) are posted for 2015.
Business Card
1/8 page
1/4 page
1/2 page
Full page

$ 35
$ 50
$ 80
$ 135
$ 200

Corporate (Sponsor) Rates
BRONZE
SILVER
GOLD

$ 150
$ 300
$ 500

Up to 50% of the fee can be in-kind services. To place an order contact Bob Becker (618)-466-2582 or e-mail at iforbob@charter.net.
We are working to get future issues of the newsletter in a format that can be sent via Email, thereby reducing
mailing costs and saving paper. Ads and sponsors are needed to support the newsletter’s creation, distribution and improvement. Get your message
delivered with an inexpensive newsletter ad!

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID PERMIT#5
GODFREY, IL.
YOUTH EDUCATION AND OUTDOOR
RESOURCES
IFOR PO BOX 5, GODFREY, IL 62035

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Statements and opinions expressed
in the News-N-Notes are those of
the individual author and do not
necessarily represent the views of
the editors, officers, directors or
members. The appearance of an ad
in the newsletter does not necessarily constitute an endorsement of a
product or service.

NEWS-N-NOTES EDITOR
Cheryl Roberts
Godfrey, IL 62035

We’re on the web!
www.if-or.org
http://youth.if-or.org

IFOR CONTACT INFORMATION
PRESIDENT

VICE PRESIDENT

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

SCOTTY BRYANT
P. O. BOX 5
GODFREY, IL 62035

JIM MCFARLANE
4589 TOTTER TRAILROCKFORD, IL 61101

C. E. “BOB” BECKER
34557 GOTTER RD
BRIGHTON, IL 62035

618-535-0151
skycarp@aol.com

815-964-2019
jem66@comcast.net

618-466-2582 (office)
618-980-9545 (cell)
iforbob@charter.net

IFOR MISSION STATEMENT: To unite all outdoor resource user groups and conservationists, namely hunters, fishermen, trappers and trail riders dedicated to preserving, restoring, developing and using the State's natural resources, and to provide a professional liaison
to the Illinois legislature and the Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR), to protect
sportsmen’s rights and recreational opportunities; and to work together to ensure long
term, adequate, dedicated funding for, and professional management of, the IDNR.
IFOR YOUTH MISSION STATEMENT: To instill, perpetuate and encourage an understanding of, and appreciation for, conservation and natural resources within the youth
of Illinois through a variety of educational programs and resources.

