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Message from the President 

First I would like to thank the dinner committee and all the workers for 

making this year’s IFOR dinner a success, and another big Thank You to eve-

ryone that attended for their continuous support of this great organization.  

Please join me in congratulating 

our newly inducted Hall of Fame 

members Allen “Flip” Gephardt 

and Bob Elmore! These two men 

have been a mainstay with IFOR 

for many years. They organize 

and run the Gatch Lake event 

every year and, in Southern Illi-

nois, I don’t know if anyone 

preaches this organization’s 

words louder than these two 

men. They have given countless hours protecting your rights as well as 

working the IFOR dinner and youth camp. It’s my pleasure to work with 

these great men and I don’t know what we would do without them.  

I don’t need to tell anyone about the mess we are in here in this state. 

Someone needs to send the state legislature to an IFOR meeting and show 

them how it’s done by working together for the greater good.  

Meanwhile we are gearing up for the annual youth camp, so get your kids 

registered as soon as possible as it fills up quickly. You can find more infor-

mation in this issue. 

God bless our troops and I hope everyone is doing well. My thoughts and 

prayers are with you all. Have a safe and happy summer!  

 

Sincerely,  

Scott Bryant                   

“FLIP”       BOB 



Page 2 

VOLUME 22,  ISSUE 3  

PYRAMID STATE PARK CAPTAIN UNIT  
CELEBRATION AND DEDICATION (pg. 6) 

Director Rosenthal speaks with guests 
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SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION 

IFOR SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT—SIU  CARBONDALE 
DANIEL BROWN 

 

My career aspiration is to become a professional wildlife biologist with a state or federal agency, and I plan to pursue a 

Master’s degree before achieving this. I have had an interest in Natural Resources from a very young age, and I hope to 

turn that into a worthwhile and fulfilling career. 

 

I have had the opportunity to gain a good deal of research and field experience during my undergraduate studies.   I 

have worked as an intern or a technician on various projects every summer since graduating high school.  Two of these 

positions involved avian research, one for MOFEP and the other for an SIUC graduate student studying grassland birds.  

These experiences included point counts, nest searching, mist netting and banding, and habitat assessment.  An aquatic 

ecology internship in 2012 provided me with exposure to operating boats on various bodies of water, as well as fish 

sampling and aquatic sample processing. This past summer, I worked as a natural areas intern for the Illinois Depart-

ment of Natural Resources Division of Natural Heritage.  Some of the activities that I participated in during the intern-

ship were turtle trapping and tracking with radio telemetry, barn owl nest box monitoring, greater prairie chicken and 

eastern wild turkey radio telemetry, and habitat restoration work.  A research project conducted on the effect of growing 

season burns on exotic woody vegetation during the summer internship produced data for the poster presented at the 

Natural Areas Conference and the Prescribed Fire Symposium. Throughout my time at Southern Illinois University, I 

have also worked as a student worker in the Whiles Lab and on the duck wing bee for the Cooperative Wildlife Re-

search Laboratory.  As an Honors student at Lake Land Community College, I conducted four separate research pro-

jects. These included two amphibian projects, a bird call spectrogram analysis, and a game camera survey project.  I 

have also helped my local Illinois Department of Natural Resources biologist with duck and mourning dove trapping 

and banding for several years. 

YOUTH HUNT 2016 

Pictured below are two IFOR youth members and brothers Cody 

& Colton Gavaza with the turkeys that they shot on the first 

day of the youth hunt.  Cody, pictured on the right shot a 20.9 

lb. bird, and Colton’s weighed in at 18.6, both having beards 

over 11 1/2 inches long.  These two boys had a fantastic hunt 

that they will never forget thanks to two guys that give back by 

giving this great experience to these kids.  John Wagner who is 

pictured with the boys and Don Morton donated their weekend 

taking these boys on the hunt, teaching them hunting skills and 

pointers plus sharing their knowledge and appreciation of the 

sport of hunting.  John & Don are both IFOR members and Cody 

& Colton want to thank them and other IFOR members who 

make the hunting experience possible for kids, and to also 

thank IFOR for constantly protecting our rights so that they and 

generations to follow will be able to hunt. 
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IFOR SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

Biography for John O’Connell, Southern Illinois University Carbondale 

 Growing up in a city of several million 
people doesn’t seem like an upbringing that 
would lead to a career in wildlife ecology, but 
my youth in Miami led me to seek time outside 
the suburban sprawl.  Fishing, hunting and ex-
ploring in the Everglades and Atlantic Ocean 
fostered an appreciation for the natural world.  
My interests motivated me to pursue a Bache-
lor’s degree in Marine Biology at the University 
of Miami, followed by a Master’s in fisheries at 
Florida Institute of Technology.  A move to On-
tario, Canada put me in a setting to learn more 
about terrestrial and freshwater systems where 
a number of field research positions ultimately 
led me to my current place as a doctoral student at Southern Illinois University.  My current 
research sets out to map the presence of water at many of the state’s wetlands to refine our 
estimates of the availability of wetlands for waterfowl, marshbirds and shorebirds.  We are 
conducting the mapping using both ground surveys and satellite imagery and the results will 

provide managers with more explicit details on wetland availability.   

 

 I view mentorship, outreach and advocacy as important responsibilities for a student of 
wildlife ecology.  As a member, and recently elected co-director of our department’s Graduate 
Research Assistants Supporting Science, I have presented to middle and high school students on 
a range of topics related to wildlife and ecology.  I am also active with the student chapter of 

Ducks Unlimited and with the Muddy Kids Foun-
dation, helping to increase participation by 
children and college students in waterfowl 
hunting and wetland conservation.  I believe 
that mentorship should extend beyond just chil-
dren and often take new and novice hunting 
adults under my wing to culture ethical, re-
sponsible attitudes afield.  This includes organ-
izing shooting events, wild game dinners, decoy 
painting parties, and taking men and women 

afield on hunts. 

IFOR Scholarship recipients John O’Connell & Daniel Brown 

pictured with Professor Eric Schauber and IFOR Executive 

Secretary and past president Bob Becker. 
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SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION 

IFOR MEMBER SCHOLARSHIP WINNER 

 

My name is Tim Swearingen and I chose wildlife biology because I seriously care about the hunting, fishing, 

and trapping heritage we have in this country.  Our forefathers learned to adopt a fair chase mentality and I 

believe we have a large challenge to retain recruitment and interest in future generations.  To secure our recre-
ational freedoms on public lands we must remain good land stewards.  As an avid hunter, fisherman, and trap-

per whom have held hunting and fishing licenses in nine different states which I traveled or lived, I fully un-

derstand and appreciate the role sportsmen/woman play in conservation.   

 

I grew up in Trenton, MI and earned my Bachelor of Science degree in Wildlife Biology from the University 
of Montana in Missoula in 2008.  I interned with the California Fish and Game in the summer during my last 

two years of undergrad.  I won the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Leadership award, a couple University 

scholarships, and actively participated as an officer with the student chapter of the Wildlife Society. 

  

I returned to school to pursue my graduate degree and re-
fine my peer reviewed writing.  My thesis research is in-

vestigating bobcat abundance in an agriculturally domi-

nated landscape at Western Illinois University (WIU).  
The overall objective of the project is to estimate bobcat 

density using capture-mark-recapture data from non-

invasive camera traps; though I will live capture/collar 
some individuals to develop our camera survey protocols 

(calculate average home range size).  Bobcat harvest has 

been closed since the 1970’s, but the first hunting season 
will open this fall.  Therefore, it is imperative to address 

the paucity of information that currently exists.  My re-

search will provide a greater understanding of spatial and 
temporal changes in population size, and thus facilitate 

sustainable management of bobcats across Illinois.  

 

During my tenure as a WIU student (since August 2015), my cumulative GPA is 3.5.  Additionally, I have 

won four competitive scholarships, presented preliminary results at professional and outreach venues, and 
continue to coordinate all field activities related to ongoing research (through April 2017), at which time I 

will focus all efforts to data analysis, publication, and eventually my thesis defense. 

 

My long term goal is to work as a population biologist for a state wildlife agency.  In the future I would like 

to help mentor young professionals in this great field.  Lastly, my end goal is to contribute to the development 
of sound multiple-use management and help set harvest quotas to have sustainable wildlife populations for 

future generations.  
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AFFILIATE NEWS 

PYRAMID STATE PARK CAPTAIN UNIT  
CELEBRATION AND DEDICATION 

BY 

MARY JO TRIMBLE 
IFOR DIRECTOR REPRESENTING FIELD TRIAL CLUBS OF ILLI-

NOIS, INC. 

And 

JUDY GRAVES  
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS AND ILLINOIS BRITTANY CLUB 

AND EXECUTOR OF THE CHASE ESTATE 

 

     Friends from the entire field trial community and friends  of vet-

eran and still active field trialer Ray Trimble gathered together to 

celebrate Ray's 90th Birthday and the dedication of the new club-

house and toilet facilities recently completed at the Captain Unit headquarters and field trial staging area on June 5 th, 2016. A 

large crowd from five states enjoyed the beautiful weather, great conversations and an abundance of wonderful food while 

honoring those who have given so much to the sport of field trialing in Illinois. 

     The new additions to the grounds were dedicated to the memory of Jim and Janet Chase whose love for the Brittany and 

field trials was impacted by all who knew them or participate in field trials and bird dogs.  With the remaining funds from 

their estate and help of the Friends of Pyramid and Cha Hill, IDNR Site Superintendent and his small staff, we were able to 

provide these amenities at no cost to the users. 

      At the same time, we celebrated the 90th birthday of veteran field trial competitor, judge and all around good guy Ray 

Trimble of Carterville, IL.  He recently returned from Michigan where he won a blue ribbon in the Amateur All Age competi-

tion.  Ray shows no slowing down. 

     Clubs hosting this event include AFTCA Region 5, Southern Illinois Bird Hunters, the Illinois and Southern Illinois Britta-

ny Clubs, and the Illinois Brittany Championship Association.  Ed Graves, President of the Illinois Brittany Club acted as 

Master of Ceremonies.  Ed thanked all who came to join in the celebration as well as all the workers who have put in time to 

help complete the project as well as the work of Field Trial Clubs of Illinois for their donation of the new barn which also 

stands in the staging area.   He presented a framed write-up that appeared in Pointing Dog Journal outlining the contributions 

Jim and Jane Chase to the sport of field trialing.  This will hang in the new club house.  He then recognized IDNR Director 

Wayne Rosenthal, who honored us with his attendance. 

      Director Rosenthal spoke to the group and thanked all concerned for their work and gift to the State of Illinois and pointed 

out that while the State is in such dire financial straits, cooperation among participants, local citizens, NFP groups like Friends 

of Pyramid, IDNR Staff all can contribute to bringing people to Southern Illinois and helping to make our state parks a place 

people want to visit and attend events when they work together to accomplish a goal. 

     Mary Jo Trimble then told the group a brief history of how the IDNR had worked with field trialers to develop field trial 

grounds the caliber of Pyramid since the demise of the Green River Grounds and other field trial areas nationwide due to 

USFWS shut downs. Efforts to promote the purchase of the Pyramid Grounds came about through cooperative efforts of 

IDNR and multi-recreational users who worked on this in one of the Conservation Congresses that brought so many diverse 

groups together to get things done for our use and protection of the great outdoors. She praised the work of Superintendent 

Cha Hill and his staff for without his cooperation none of this could have been accomplished. 

     Both Trimble and Graves recognized Purina Representative Terry Trazcinski and thanked Nestle-Purina for their decades 

of support to field trialing without whose continued support keeps many clubs alive as well as providing outstanding nutrition 

for our canine athletes.  A plaque was presented to Nestle-Purina which will recognize them for their support.  The plaque will 

hang in the new club house as a reminder to all who enter what Purina has done for our sport. 

     Ray Trimble was recognized for his longevity of 90 years.  Ray has been active in the field trial community since the 

1950s serving many years as a Director of the American Brittany Club and is still handling dogs, judging and chairing com-

mittees for ABC and local Brittany Clubs. Many thanked Ray for the inspiration he gives to all to live life to the fullest and 

keep doing what you love to do no matter what your age. 

     This was a day for the field trial family and friends to honor and appreciate all those who have contributed to our sport.  

We thank all who came from distances a long way off and local residents as well to pay tribute to not only the Chases and 

Trimble but all the individuals who put in hours of labor to make life a little better as we brave in elements during our events. 

Chase Presentation—Ed and Judy Graves 
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IFOR ANNUAL FUND RAISING DINNER—WINNERS 

GRAND PRIZE 

Shawn Dawson 

Tumbler—Golden Boy 

David Ray 

Ladies Raffle—.380 

Catherine Gibbs 

Shotshell Game 

Terry Ramey 

Adult Membership 

Eric Thompson 

DNR Recipient—Kim Postlewait 

with IFOR President Scotty Bryant & 

IDNR Director Rosenthal 



IFOR ANNUAL FUND RAISING DINNER—WINNERS 
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Pluck-A-Duck 

Eric St. Pierre 

Gun Raffle—S&W 

Marvin Rakers 

Table Captain 

Bob Becker 

Auctioneer 

Keith Jackson 

Youth Membership 

& Scholarship Winner 

John O’Connell 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 



2016 IFOR  

BOARD MEETING DATES 

 

JULY 24 

SEPT 25 

 

Scheel’s Sporting  

Springfield, IL 

12:30 p.m.— 

 

ALL MEMBERS WELCOME TO ATTEND 
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2016 Blackhawk Field Archers Shoot Schedule 
 
Sat & Sun Jun 25 & 26 2016 5th Annual - B-61 Outdoor 3-D 
Shoot 61 Targets shoot over two days if necessary. 
 
Sat 16 Jul 2016 Open house – Pig Roast / Dinner  
 
Sat & Sun Jul 23 & 24 M.A.C. Qualifier & Outdoor 3-D  
 
Sat & Sun Aug 20 & 21 24th Annual  All Traditional Shoot  *NO 
AIDS ALLOWED*     Long-Bow – Recurve – Self Bow 
Saturday:  Spaghetti Dinner / Salad / Deserts all inclusive  $7.50 
per person, kids 11 and under $4.00 
Traditional Shoot Hours: 7am-4pm Saturday and 7am-2pm Sun-
day 
 
Sat 27 Aug Turkey Shoot Weather Permitting 
 
Sun 28 Aug NFAA Field Round  
 

July 30th  Kaskaskia Valley Sons O Bucks, in Mascoutah 

August 6th  Central Il. Ridge Runners, in Dixon Mounds 

August 13th  Illinois Deer Camp, in Normal  

August 20th  Honest Woods, in Coal Valley 

August 27th  River Prairie, in Chillicothe 

September 8th  Northwest, in Freeport 

September  Kankakee River Valley, in Bradley 

September 10  Des Plaines, in Joliet 

September 15th   Rockford Area, in Rockford 

September 17th   Loud Thunder, in Andalusia 

September 23rd   Central Illinois, in Effingham 

September 24th   Rivers Edge, in Carthage 

October 1st   Alexander Co., in Olive Branch 

October 8th   Bussreon Creek, in Sullivan Indiana 

FUND-RAISING  

BANQUET 

 SCHEDULE 2016 



WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
Please help us grow our membership by signing up a new member; a friend, relative, hunting fishing or 

outdoor person, (man, woman or youth).  Legislators listen to IFOR and the larger our membership the 

more effective we will be at protecting your Recreational and Second Amendment Rights. 

In the event you forgot to renew your membership, take this opportunity to renew!  THANKS. 

I am sure many of you belong to an organization, club or recreational group.  If they are not already a 

member, please ask them to join or call our Membership Chairman Bob Becker at 618-466-2582 to ar-

range to have our President or an Officer attend your next meeting to explain our mission, purpose, 

structure and the numerous successes we have had with our State Legislator’s and State Officials. 

The application below explains the annual dues to become an Affiliation member.  You will have a 

voice on all outdoor resource matters in ILLINOIS.  WE NEED YOU! 



IFOR BOARD OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 

PRESIDENT 

Robert  “Scotty” Bryant 

P. O. Box 5 

Godfrey, IL 62035 

(618) 535-0151 

skycarp@aol.com 

Robert Elmore 

1219 Thistle Drive 

Vandalia, IL. 62471 

 (618) 283-2878 

Joe Steichen 

6300 Joliet Road 

Countryside, Illinois 60521 

(815) 252-6186 

jsteichen@moefunds.com 

Intl. Union of Operating Engineers 

Paul Zeidler 

1023 North 9th Street 

Springfield, IL 62702 

(217) 414-3373 

 *State Chapter, NWTF 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Jim McFarlane 

4589 Totter Trail 

Rockford, IL. 61101 

(815) 964-2019 

(815) 298-4149 Cell 

jem66@comcast.net 

*Blackhawk Field Archers 

Karl “Bo” Arnold 

26109 Hughes Street 

Greenview, IL. 62642 

 (217)-741-1373 

Bonjane56@hotmail.com 

*Friends of Sanganois 

Rick Stillman 

219 Wild Rose Lane 

Rochester, Illinois 62563 

 (217) 498-7310 

2 longbow@comcast.net 

*United Bowhunters of IL. 

*Panther Creek Bowhunters 

Alan “Flip” Gephart 

R. R. #2 Box 72 

Brownstown, Illinois 62418 

(618) 427-5359 Cell 267-

8822fourgs@frontiernet.net 

TREASURER 

Madeline Stillman 

219 Wild Rose Lane 

Rochester, Illinois 62563 

(217) 498-7310 

(217) 836-1909 Cell 

mes1909@gmail.com 

Bob Tabrosky 

936 Partridge Drive 

Palatine, IL  60067 

847-436-8421 (Cell) 

btabrosky@gmail.com  

*Roscoe Sportsmen’s Club 

 Michael Schlemer 

14943 Wendle Road 

Godfrey, Illinois 62035 

(618) 466-7192 

(618)-540-9575  Cell  

mjschlemer@gmail.com 

*Westwood Trailriders 

Jeremy Johnson 

979 Washington Avenue 

Galesburg, Illinois 61401 

(309) 337-0020 

judynjeremy@gmail.com 

*Little John Cons. Club 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY & 

WEB MASTER 

Cheryl Roberts 

1805 Biscay Drive 

Godfrey, Illinois 62035 

(618) 830-5076  Cell 

Clroberts@olin.com 

Bob Jones 

207 Pleasant Street 

Jerseyville, IL 62052 

(618) 498-2321 

bjones@gtec.com             

*Migratory Waterfowl Hunters 

Steve Kern 

2237 Metcalf Rd 

Luka, IL 62849 

(618)-822-6145 Cell 

Bucke56&gmail.com                       

*Marion County Quail & Upland Game 

Alliance 

John Blanton 

 12759 Jolene Road 

Pawnee, Illinois 62558 

johnb_61@yahoo.com                           

(217) 306—4157                                        

* IL. Fed. Hunting Dogs 

SECRETARY&FACEBOOK 

Trish Bryant 

P. O. Box 5 

Godfrey, IL 62035 

(217) 371-7892 

ladyhouse1@yahoo.com 

Hank Gross 

13693 Reed Cemetery Road 

Marion, Illinois 62959-8215 

 (618) 967-7283 

hgross@mychoice.net 

Darel Martin 

29603 E. County Hwy. 27 

Glasford, IL. 61533 

(309) 369-8265 

dmartinwtu@glastel.net 

*Whitetails Unlimited 

Brent McKinnon 

15924 Walnut 

Carlyle, IL. 62231 

(618) 363-2358 

mckloyin85@yahoo.com  

*Carlyle Lake Waterfowlers 

 EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

C. E. “Bob” Becker 

34557 Gotter Road 

Brighton, IL 62012 

(618) 466-2582 

(618) 980-9545 

iforbob@charter.net 

Terry Hinton 

16168 Witt Trail 

 Witt, Illinois 62094 

(217) 827-1233 

(217) 594-7780 

 tlhinton@consolidated.net 

William C. Schroeder 

11204 North 6th Avenue 

Hillsboro, Illinois 62049 

(217) 532-5287 Cell (217)-416-5648 

ruansch7@royell.org    

*Highland Rifle & Pistol Club 

Lynn Wilcox 

8144 S. Meridian Ave 

Blue Mound, IL. 62513 

(217) 454-7599 

lynnwilcox@consolidated.com  

*Illinois Bowhunters Society 

LOBBYIST 

George Fleischli 

107 W. Cook Suite A 

Springfield, IL 62704 

(217) 899-1832 Cell 

Geor4321@yahoo.com 

Mary Jo Trimble 

10370 Fleming Road 

Carterville, Illinois 62918 

(618)-985-2336 

trimblemaryjoray@gmail.com 

*Field Trial Clubs of IL. 

 Glenn Sanders 

1049 E 1453 Rd 

Quincy, IL. 62305 

(217)-885-3943 

camohunter209@att.net 

*Miss. Valley Hunters & Fisherman’s   

Association 

Robert Holland 

1411 Rodeo Road 

McLean, Illinois 61754 

(309)-874-2458  

Cell (309)275-3060 

rlholland46@hotmail.com 

*Champaign Cty. Rifle Assoc. 

Guns Save Life.com 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 

Sheryl King 

66 Caretaker Road 

Makanda, IL  62958 

(618) 967-6443 

ssking789@gmail.com 

*Horsemen’s Council of IL 

 

Eric Rhuede 

27070 Beltrees Road 

Godfrey, IL  62035 

(618) 410-9853 

EricRhuede@gmail.com 

*Migratory Waterfowl Hunters 

 

Kevin Chapman 

138 S. Sunnyside Drive 

Blue Mound, IL  62513 

Kevinchapman@adm.com 

(217) 692-2560 

* Illinois Whitetails Alliance 

 
Kent Weil 

21266 NB. 8th Street 

Springfield, IL  62702 
(217) 836-2682 

well@springnet1.com 

*Illinois Trappers Association 

mailto:bjones@gtec.com
mailto:johnb_61@yahoo.com


STORE HOURS  http://beararmsguns.com 

Sunday and Monday CLOSED 

Tuesday—Thursday 1:00—7:00 

Friday 1:00—6:00 

Saturday 10:00—2:00  

NEW annual advertising rates for the IFOR News-N-Notes (4 issues per year) are posted for 2015. 

Business Card      $ 35 

1/8 page              $ 50 

1/4 page              $ 80 

1/2 page            $ 135 

Full page           $ 200 

Corporate (Sponsor) Rates 

BRONZE    $ 150 

SILVER      $ 300 

GOLD        $ 500 

Up to 50% of the fee can be in-kind services. To place an order contact Bob Becker  (618)-466-2582 or e-mail at iforbob@charter.net.  

We are working to get future issues of the newsletter in a format that can be sent via Email, thereby reducing  

mailing costs and saving paper. Ads and sponsors are  needed to support the newsletter’s creation, distribution and improvement. Get your message 

delivered with an inexpensive newsletter ad! 

www.robertsmotors.com 

4350 N. Alby Street    Alton, IL      

618-466-7220 





Statements and opinions expressed 

in the News-N-Notes are those of 

the individual author and do not 

necessarily represent the views of 

the editors, officers, directors or 

members.  The appearance of an ad 

in the newsletter does not necessari-

ly constitute an endorsement of a 

product or service. 
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IFOR MISSION STATEMENT: To unite all outdoor resource user groups and conserva-

tionists, namely hunters, fishermen, trappers and trail riders dedicated to preserving, restor-

ing, developing and using the State's natural resources, and to provide a professional liaison 

to the Illinois legislature and the Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR), to protect 

sportsmen’s rights and recreational opportunities; and to work together to ensure long 

term, adequate, dedicated funding for, and professional management of, the IDNR. 
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